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HOPMAN CUP 
Grievance 

MR MARSHALL (Dawesville) [9.45 am]:  My grievance is directed to the Minister for Sport and Recreation.  
What progress has the Government made in its endeavours to retain the Hopman Cup in Perth?  The Hopman 
Cup is an international, mixed-doubles tennis tournament.  The idea came from Paul McNamee, Pat Cash and 
Charlie Fancott, who established the present format.  They brought that format to Perth 15 years ago and it has 
proved to be very successful.  Until then, Western Australia hosted the Davis Cup for men and the Federation 
Cup, which is a women’s competition.  The three men believed that a need existed for a mixed-doubles 
international world series.  Initially, the format was viewed with some scepticism by the international tennis 
gurus.  However, the tournament has proved to be such an outstanding success that 2001 was the last year that 
Paul McNamee Enterprises controlled it.  Such was Paul’s dedication to tennis that, in the light of the success 
and credibility of the Hopman Cup, he believed that it should not be run by a private promoter.  He therefore 
handed over the responsibility to the International Tennis Federation so that the tournament carried the same 
status as the Davis Cup and the Federation Cup.  That was a remarkable gesture by him and illustrates the 
glamour that surrounds the event, particularly in Perth.  
The ITF will run the event with McNamee as tournament director.  The contract is valid for two years with an 
option to run for another two years.  A hiccup lies in the fact that the Burswood Dome is to be demolished in 
four years.  As an indoor venue for the Hopman Cup, the Burswood Dome has proved to be ideal.  It has all that 
is needed for an international tennis arena.  It provides ideal spectator accommodation, a good playing surface 
and lighting and its ceiling is the correct height.   
The ITF will retain the Hopman Cup in Perth for a revised period of 10 years if we can provide a similar facility.  
The cost of an appropriate stadium would be in the vicinity of $50 million.  A consultative committee has been 
established to consider the feasibility of spending such a lot of money on one sport.  Although I agree that a 
committee should consider this issue, I am concerned about how long the committee will take to report.  
Consideration must be given to the location of this venue.  Burswood is an ideal location.  Will the committee 
report in time?  It appears that the committee wants extra time because a great deal of money is at stake and it 
wants to make the right recommendation.  Even if the committee makes a recommendation to proceed, will there 
be enough time to build a stadium?  It would be a great shame if Perth lost the Hopman Cup.  

In 14 years, the Hopman Cup has attracted 14 players of number one world ranking.  Perth is an isolated State 
and, therefore, it has been difficult to attract top-ranking players to Perth.  However, over the past 10 years 
various sports have attracted a few top-ranking players.  Tennis fans from Western Australia who want to watch 
the Wimbledon tennis championships live, have great difficulty getting seats at Wimbledon.  The same applies if 
they want to watch the Australian Open tennis championship.  However, players such as Steffi Graf, John 
McEnroe, Aranxta Sanchez Vicario, Monica Seles, Boris Becker, Thomas Muster - he recently bought land in 
City Beach - Matts Wilander, Lindsay Davenport, Carlos Moya, Patrick Rafter, Martina Hingis, Ivan Lendl, 
Marat Safin and, of course, Lleyton Hewitt - all at some time seeded number one in the world - have come to 
Western Australia.  Throughout its 14-year history the tournament’s finances have remained in the black.  It has 
made money and paid a dividend to the State.  The State Government invested in this event.  It should be 
remembered that tennis is one of the few sports promoted by EventsCorp that make money for the Government.   
An economic impact was independently measured in 1999 at $5.8 million.  It receives 40 hours of live television 
throughout Australia on the ABC, our national broadcaster, not to mention the 30-plus hours provided on Fox 
Sport.  It is an international event that has put Perth on the map.  It is very important to us all.  Through 
McNamee’s foresight, Aranxta Sanchez came out when she was 18 when no-one had heard of her.  She 
subsequently won 14 grand slam titles.  An unknown Monica Seles came here in 1990 when she was 17 and 
subsequently became the world’s number one player.  

Attendance of players like her encourages others to follow suit.  Having started in Perth unseeded in the 
rankings, they see their games in Perth as an important step in their careers.  I can name many other important 
players, but time is running out.  If $49.9 million can be found to build a new stadium, it should be easy to 
proceed with construction.  The drawings, costings and site specifications have been completed and a model has 
been built.  McNamee Enterprises has been liaising with EventsCorp.  However, the stumbling block is the 
money.  Funds could be raised by making available for sale naming rights in the same way that Challenge 
Stadium is sponsored by Challenge Bank and Vodafone sponsors Court 1 during the Australian Open.  The 
availability of ticketing rights is another fundraising avenue, as are catering rights.  Bids have yet to be sought 
for control of the venue.  Tennis Australia will chip in.  Seat anchoring is another way to cover costs and the 
Western Australian Government could also provide some funding.  I am sure that the committee will consider all 
these avenues.  We should not shy away from taking a gamble and keeping the tournament in Western Australia.  
If we do take that gamble, we must ensure that a decision is made in time to enable the organisers to build a 
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stadium so that in five years a new indoor centre will have been erected and the Hopman Cup will remain in 
Perth.  I simply ask the minister to advise what progress the consulting committee has made.  

MR CARPENTER (Willagee - Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.51 am]:  I thank the member for 
Dawesville for the grievance.  I find this a very interesting subject.  The member is obviously a passionate tennis 
fan.  He is a former player.  I appreciate his interest in the Hopman Cup.  I will preface my remarks by 
reminding the House - which probably has a shorter memory than it should - of the interesting background of the 
Hopman Cup tournament and why it is held in Western Australia.  The Hopman Cup has been played for the past 
14 years, and goes back to 1988.  That time is remembered in our history with huge shame as the time of WA 
Inc.  The Burswood Resort Casino was developed at that time.  There was a huge outcry in Western Australia by 
the political conservatives at the time that everything to do with the Labor Government in the 1980s was a 
disaster.  Now what do we have?  They bleat about the terrible facility that was constructed by Multiplex.  
Multiplex is now probably the best ambassador for Western Australia.  We got the America’s Cup and the 
Hopman Cup events.  They now bleat that we must save it.  It is interesting the way politics shifts.  If there were 
no Burswood Dome, would the Hopman Cup be held in Perth? 

Mr Marshall:  Probably not. 

Mr CARPENTER:  Probably not!  I thought I should remind members of that.  Members opposite are now 
demanding that the Government save the Hopman Cup tournament for Perth.  The previous Government did 
nothing - zilch!  It was a complete failure in sport and recreation.  The Opposition now says all we have to do is 
find $50 million - we can use the naming rights, as was done with Challenge Stadium.  I ask the member for 
Dawesville how much the naming rights for Challenge Stadium earn?  He does not know.  The naming rights 
have now expired.  They bring in only $250 000 a year!  We need $50 million.  I am sure that Burswood would 
not mind giving us naming rights.   

What else do we have?  We have a very good tennis competition.  Paul MacNamee visited me.  I had never met 
him before.  If ever a person was a passionate advocate for his cause, it is Paul MacNamee.  It is with good 
reason.  With the support of the Labor Governments of this State he has helped establish the Hopman Cup event.  
Does any member think that I want to be the sports minister who presides over its departure?  No, of course not.  
I am very interested in ensuring that the tournament stays in Western Australia.  The Government has developed 
the sports facilities plan that identifies the need for a stadium capable of holding 5 000 to 10 000 people and 
providing an indoor venue for tennis, among other things.  The Government is working through the development 
of the facility in a logical way.  As I said yesterday in another debate, it is our belief that there must be a plan to 
provide sports facilities.  We cannot operate in an ad hoc way, so that when someone walks through the door and 
needs $50 million for a stadium I will just duck out and get it, and fix it up later and hope that someone will use 
it.  The Government is operating in a logical and planned way.  It will realise the outcome it wants.  In this case, 
it is the retention of the Hopman Cup tournament, which is played at the Burswood Dome, in Perth.   

Part of the problem is the desire by Burswood to demolish the dome.  It is by no means a fait accompli; the issue 
is by no means over.  The Minister for Racing and Gaming, the Treasurer and the Minister for State 
Development are working with Burswood to determine what options are available.  I am looking at the sports 
facilities plan.  The Government has engaged a consultant.  A few weeks ago I met Bill Marmion from Syme 
Marmion and Co.  He was formerly a senior employee of the Court Government, and I was very impressed by 
him.  The consultancy is working on a feasibility study for the Government.  I anticipate I will receive a 
preliminary report in person from Bill Marmion in a few weeks.  The Government has told the consultancy that 
it wants the issue resolved.  The Government does not want the issue to drag on for years.  I know the member 
would not want that to happen as that is exactly what he had to sit and watch when his side of the House was in 
government.  He had to sit and listen as the then Government rattled off promises about this, that and the other, 
but did nothing.  The previous Government could not deliver a soccer stadium after five years of cast-iron 
promises.  The only thing it delivered was the Taj Mahal at Subiaco Oval.  What have we got from that?  
Football has gone broke as a result.  That was good!  It was not done in a logical way.  I want to use the best 
people available to come up with the best available option.  The Government is using Syme Marmion to provide 
a report about this sports venue and the options available.  Having just listened to the member for Roleystone 
asking for $50 000 for a school and the member for Alfred Cove asking for a few thousand dollars for a covered 
assembly area, I will not stand in this Parliament and say, “No worries, we will find the $50 million we need for 
the tennis centre.”  Things cannot be done that way.  That is what the other side did in government - it delivered 
false hope and promises.  I will not do that.   
 


